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DETAILED ACTION 

The following action is in response to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed March 13, 2008. Amended Claims 1, 2, 5-10, 12-17, 19, 21-26, 28-34, and 36-39 
are pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8-10, 12-14, 16, 17, 19, 21, 22, 24-26, 28-30, 32-34 and 36-39 
remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Oni (US 
2004/0133546) in view of Emmerichs (US 2003/0061482). 

Claims 1 , 9, and 33: Oni discloses a method of managing visibility of GUI components 
in an application, comprising: 

a. initializing the application (page 3, paragraph 43); 

b. a user interface for displaying a user interface screen of the application 
according to an applied one of the plurality of profiles (page 4, paragraph 62); 

Oni discloses invoking a visibility manager for a plurality of profiles and displaying 
a user interface of the application wherein display of the GUI components are 
determined by the visibility manager (page 4, paragraph 62), but does not explicitly 
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disclose providing a user interface of the visibility manager for selection of one of a 
plurality of visibility states for each of at least a subset of the GUI components. 
Emmerichs discloses a similar method of managing visibility of GUI components in an 
application that further discloses selecting options in a security manager (visibility 
manager) that control the visibility states of GUI objects accessed by a user through a 
user interface. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide a user interface of the visibility 
manager in Oni, because providing a selection interface was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art. One would have been motivated to provide 
a user interface of the visibility manager in order to provide access to GUI components 
based on access privileges. 

Emmerichs further discloses building the user interface screen with all of the 
components set as visible, then invoking the visibility manager to determine, based on 
the selected visibility states of the applied profile, which of the GUI components of the 
built user interface screen are to be set as not visible and revise the built user interface 
screen based on the determination and displaying the revised user interface screen of 
the application (page 6, paragraph 54). Specifically Emmerichs discloses displaying all 
of the user interface components without first determining whether the user has access 
to each widget. After the user attempts to access the widget, the software checks the 
availability of the widget and notifies a user with an error message if access to the 
widget is denied. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to include these limitations in Oni. One would have been motivated to revise the 
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user interface based on the determination of the visibility state of the applied profile in 
order to provide an initial GUI to the user while the profile is loading. 

Claim 2: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a method of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 1 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. reading the plurality of profiles (page 4, paragraphs 63 and 67); 

b. processing the plurality of profiles (page 4, paragraphs 63 and 67); 

c. reading and processing a user configuration based on the plurality of profiles 
(page 4, paragraphs 62 and 67); 

d. activating the applied profile (page 4, paragraph 65). 

Claim 5: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a method of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 2 above, and On! further discloses: 

a. selecting an identification of a particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 

67); 

b. locating the identification in a mapping table [dynamic repository] (page 4, 
paragraph 67); 

c. checking a state of the particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 69); 

d. comparing the state to the applied profile (page 4, paragraph 69); 

e. changing the state if not in agreement with the applied profile (page 4, 
paragraph 69); 
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f. repeating locating the identification, checking the state, comparing the state, 
and changing the state for any remaining identifications of additional GUI components 
(page 4, paragraph 69). 

Claim 6: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a method of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 5 above, and Oni further discloses: 
a. the state is visible or not visible (page 4, paragraph 69). 

Claim 8: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a method of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 1 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. reading the plurality of profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

b. processing the plurality of profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

c. reading and processing a user configuration based on the plurality of profiles 
(page 4, paragraph 62); 

d. activating the applied profile by: 

1) selecting an identification of a particular GUI component (page 4, 
paragraph 67); 

2) locating the identification in a mapping table (page 4, paragraph 67); 

3) checking a state of the particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 

69); 

4) changing the state if not in agreement with the applied profile (page 4, 
paragraph 69); 
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5) repeating locating the identification, checking the state, comparing the 
state, and changing the state for any remaining identifications of additional GUI 
components (page 4, paragraph 69). 

Claim 1 0: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 9 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. read the one or more profiles upon initialization of the application (page 4, 
paragraph 63); 

b. process the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

c. read and process a user configuration based on the one or more profiles (page 
4, paragraph 62); 

d. activate a particular profile of the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 65). 

Claim 1 2: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 10 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. select an identification of a particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 67); 

b. locate the identification in a mapping table (page 4, paragraph 67); 

c. check a state of the particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 69); 

d. compare the state to the particular profile of the one or more profiles (page 4, 
paragraph 69); 

e. change the state if not in agreement with the particular profile of the one or 
more profiles (page 4, paragraph 69); 
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Claim 1 3: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 12 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. activating the particular profile of the one or more profiles further comprises 
repeating locating the identification, checking the state, comparing the state, and 
changing the state for any remaining identifications of additional GUI components (page 
4, paragraph 69). 

Claim 14: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 12 above, and Oni further discloses: 
a. the state is visible or not visible (page 4, paragraph 69). 

Claim 1 6: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 9 above, and Orn further discloses: 

a. read the one or more profiles upon initialization of the application (page 4, 
paragraph 63); 

b. process the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

c. read and process a user configuration based on the one or more profiles (page 
4, paragraph 62); 

d. select an identification of a particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 67); 

e. locate the identification in a mapping table (page 4, paragraph 67); 

f. check a state of the particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 69); 
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g. compare the state to the particular profile of the one or more profiles (page 4, 
paragraph 69); 

h. change the state if not in agreement with the particular profile of the one or 
more profiles (page 4, paragraph 69); 

Claim 17: Oni discloses a system of managing visibility of GUI components in an 
application, comprising: 

a. a processor; 

b. use a visibility manager data structure in managing visibility of GUI 
components in a user interface of an application, the visibility manager data structure 
comprising a mapping table, one or more profiles and a user configuration identifying 
which of the one or more profiles is to be applied (page 4, paragraphs 65 and 67). 
Specifically, Oni discloses linking user interface elements with the repository of user 
profiles, and matching the profile of a new user with the profile of previously stored 
profiles for which combinations of user interface elements exist in the solution 
repository. 

c. display the user interface screen of the application according to an applied one 
of the profiles using the application and the visibility manager (page 4, paragraph 65). 

Oni discloses invoking a visibility manager for a plurality of profiles and displaying 
a user interface of the application wherein display of the GUI components are 
determined by the visibility manager (page 4, paragraph 62), but does not explicitly 
disclose providing a user interface of the visibility manager for selection of one of a 
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plurality of visibility states for each of at least a subset of the GUI components. 
Emmerichs discloses a similar method of managing visibility of GUI components in an 
application that further discloses selecting options in a security manager (visibility 
manager) that control the visibility states of GUI objects accessed by a user through a 
user interface. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide a user interface of the visibility 
manager in Oni, because providing a selection interface was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art. One would have been motivated to provide 
a user interface of the visibility manager in order to provide access to GUI components 
based on access privileges. 

Emmerichs further discloses the application building the user interface screen of 
the application with all of the GUI components set as visible and subsequently calling 
the visibility manager, the visibility manager, responsive the calling: determining based 
on the selected visibility states of the applied profile which of the GUI components of the 
built user interface screen are to be set as not visible and revising the built user 
interface screen based on the determination and the application displaying the revised 
user interface screen of the application, (page 6, paragraph 54). Specifically 
Emmerichs discloses displaying all of the user interface components without first 
determining whether the user has access to each widget. After the user attempts to 
access the widget, the software checks the availability of the widget and notifies a user 
with an error message if access to the widget is denied. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to include these limitations in Oni. One 
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would have been motivated to revise the user interface based on the determination of 
the visibility state of the applied profile in order to provide an initial GUI to the user while 
the profile is loading. 

Claim 1 9: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 17 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. read the one or more profiles upon initialization of the application (page 4, 
paragraph 63); 

b. process the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

c. read and process the user configuration based on the one or more profiles 
(page 4, paragraph 62); 

d. activate the identified profile of the one or more profiles based upon the 
mapping table (page 4, paragraph 67); 

Claim 21 : Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 19 above, and Orn further discloses: 

a. select an identification of a particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 67); 

b. locate the identification in a mapping table (page 4, paragraph 67); 

c. check a state of a specific GUI component in the application (page 4, 
paragraph 69); 

d. compare the state to the particular profile of the one or more profiles (page 4, 
paragraph 69) 
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e. change the state if not in agreement with the identified profile of the one or 
more profiles (page 4, paragraph 69); 

Claim 22: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 21 above, and Oni further discloses: 
a. the state is visible or not visible (page 4, paragraph 69). 

Claim 24: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 19 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. read the one or more profiles upon initialization of the application (page 4, 
paragraph 63); 

b. process the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

c. read and process a user configuration based on the one or more profiles (page 
4, paragraph 62); 

d. select an identification of a particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 67); 

e. locate the identification in the mapping table (page 4, paragraph 67); 

f. check a state of the particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 69); 

g. compare the state to the identified profile of the one or more profiles (page 4, 
paragraph 69); 

h. change the state if not in agreement with the identified profile of the one or 
more profiles (page 4, paragraph 69); 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,723 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2178 

Claim 25: Oni discloses a system of managing visibility of GUI components in an 
application, comprising: 

a. initializing an application (page 3, paragraph 43); 

b. invoking a visibility manager (page 4, paragraph 62); 

c. displaying a user interface screen of the application according to an applied 
one of the plurality of profiles (page 4, paragraph 65). 

Oni discloses invoking a visibility manager for a plurality of profiles and displaying 
a user interface of the application wherein display of the GUI components are 
determined by the visibility manager (page 4, paragraph 62), but does not explicitly 
disclose providing a user interface of the visibility manager for selection of one of a 
plurality of visibility states for each of at least a subset of the GUI components. 
Emmerichs discloses a similar method of managing visibility of GUI components in an 
application that further discloses selecting options in a security manager (visibility 
manager) that control the visibility states of GUI objects accessed by a user through a 
user interface. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide a user interface of the visibility 
manager in Oni, because providing a selection interface was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art. One would have been motivated to provide 
a user interface of the visibility manager in order to provide access to GUI components 
based on access privileges 

Emmerichs further discloses building the user interface screen with all of the 
components set as visible, then invoking the visibility manager to determine, based on 
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the selected visibility states of the applied profile, which of the GUI components of the 
built user interface screen are to be set as not visible and revise the built user interface 
screen based on the determination and displaying the revised user interface screen of 
the application (page 6, paragraph 54). Specifically Emmerichs discloses displaying all 
of the user interface components without first determining whether the user has access 
to each widget. After the user attempts to access the widget, the software checks the 
availability of the widget and notifies a user with an error message if access to the 
widget is denied. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to include these limitations in Orii. One would have been motivated to revise the 
user interface based on the determination of the visibility state of the applied profile in 
order to provide an initial GUI to the user while the profile is loading. 

Claim 26: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 25 above, and Onj further discloses: 

a. reading the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

b. processing the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

c. reading and processing a user configuration based on the one or more profiles 
(page 4, paragraph 62); 

d. activating a particular profile of the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 

67); 
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Claim 28: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 26 above, and Onj further discloses: 

a. selecting an identification of a particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 

67); 

b. locating the identification in a mapping table (page 4, paragraph 67); 

c. checking a state of the particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 69); 

d. comparing the state to the particular profile of the one or more profiles (page 4, 
paragraph 69); 

e. changing the state if not in agreement with the particular profile of the one or 
more profiles (page 4, paragraph 69); 

Claim 29: Onj and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 26 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. repeating locating the identification, checking the state, comparing the state, 
and changing the state for any remaining identifications of additional GUI components 
(page 4, paragraph 69). 

Claim 30: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 26 above, and Oni further discloses: 
a. the state is visible or not visible (page 4, paragraph 69). 
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Claim 32: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 25 above, and Onj further discloses: 

a. reading the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

b. processing the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

c. reading and processing a user configuration based on the one or more profiles 
(page 4, paragraph 62); 

d. selecting an identification of a particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 

67); 

e. locating the identification in a mapping table (page 4, paragraph 67); 

f. checking a state of the particular GUI component (page 4, paragraph 69); 

g. repeating locating the identification, checking the state, comparing the state, 
and changing the state for any remaining identifications of additional GUI components 
(page 4, paragraph 69). 

Claim 34: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 33 above, and Orn further discloses: 

a. means for reading the one or more profiles upon initialization of the application 
(page 4, paragraph 63); 

b. means for processing the one or more profiles (page 4, paragraph 63); 

c. means for reading and processing a user configuration based on the one or 
more profiles (page 4, paragraph 62); 
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d. means for activating a particular profile of the one or more profiles (page 4, 
paragraph 67). 

Claim 36: Oni discloses a system of managing visibility of GUI components, 
comprising: 

a. starting up a visibility manager (page 4, paragraph 62); 

b. an application building a data structure representing a user interface including 
a plurality of interface components (page 4, paragraph 62); 

c. during the building of the data structure and responsive to the start-up of the 
visibility manager, the visibility manager selecting one of a plurality of interface profiles, 
each of the interface profiles indicating for each of a plurality of interface components a 
respective visibility instruction (page 4, paragraph 65); 

Oni does not explicitly disclose subsequent to the building of the data structure, 
the application calling the visibility manager. Emmerichs discloses building a user 
interface with all of the components set as visible initially, then determining whether the 
user has access to a widget when the user attempts to access the widget. It is obvious 
that a visibility manager is called after the components built in Emmerichs , therefore it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include this feature in Oni. One would have been motivated to call the 
visibility manager subsequent to the building of the data structure in order to provide an 
initial GUI to the user while the profile is loading. 
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Emmerichs further discloses responsive to the call, the visibility manager 
modifying the data structure in accordance with the visibility instructions of the selected 
interface profile, the modified data structure representing a modified version of the user 
interface which does not include all of the plurality of interface components and the 
application displaying the modified version of the user interface. Specifically Emmerichs 
discloses displaying all of the user interface components without first determining 
whether the user has access to each widget. After the user attempts to access the 
widget, the software checks the availability of the widget and notifies a user with an 
error message if access to the widget is denied. One of the embodiments taught by 
Emmerichs involves hiding widgets that the user does not have access to. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to include these 
limitations in Onj. One would have been motivated to revise the user interface based on 
the selected user profile in order to provide customization privileges to the user. 

Claim 37: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 36 above, and Orn further discloses: 

a. the starting up of the visibility manager and the building of the data structure 
by the application are performed in response to a start up of the application (page 5, 
paragraph 70). 

Claim 38: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 36 above, and Oni further discloses: 
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a. the selection of the selected interface profile is based on a user type 
associated with a present use of the application (page 4, paragraph 62). 

Claim 39: Oni and Emmerichs disclose a system of managing visibility of GUI 
components in an application as in Claim 36 above, and Oni further discloses: 

a. the selection of the selected interface profile is based on a user configuration 
file (dynamic repository of user profiles) which identifies which of the plurality of 
interface profiles a user associated with a present use of the application has set as 
active (page 4, paragraph 67). 

6. Claims 7, 15, 23, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Onj (US 2004/01 33546) in view of Emmerichs (US 2003/0061 482) and further in 
view of Moshfeqhi (US 6,476,833). 

Claims 7, 15, 23, and 31: Oni discloses a method, system, data structure, and medium 
embodying instructions as in Claims 5, 12, 21, and 28 above, further comprising the 
mapping table comprises a plurality of identifications of GUI components (page 4, 
paragraph 67). However, Q_ni does not explicitly disclose a corresponding plurality of 
objects of an object-oriented and platform independent programming language. 
Moshfeqhi discloses a similar method, system, data structure, and medium embodying 
instructions that further discloses the GUI components of the application are specified 
with the Swing component set of the Java™ Foundation Classes (Column 15, lines 19- 
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31 ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made that the mapping table could comprise identifications of 
references to objects of an object-oriented and platform independent programming 
language. One would have been motivated to include Java software objects in view of 
the fact that Java is a widely used programming language throughout the Internet and 
World Wide Web (WWW). 



Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed March 13, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Claim 1 : Applicant argues. "The Oni reference does not disclose or suggest an 
interface generation method that includes, for a particular display of a particular 
interface according to an applied profile, initially generating an interface with all GUI 
components set as visible and then revising the generated interface according to a 
profile." It is respectfully submitted that Oni modified by Emmerichs discloses the 
limitations of Claim 1 . Emmerichs discloses displaying all of the user interface 
components without first determining whether the user has access to each widget. After 
the user attempts to access the widget, the software checks the availability of the widget 
and notifies a user with an error message if access to the widget is denied. 
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Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OMAR ABDUL-ALI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1694. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri(Alternate Fridays 
Off) 8:30 - 6:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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